
DUXBURY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
School Committee Minutes 

Wednesday, February 6, 2018 
7:00pm, Alden School, Rm. 104 

 
 

I. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance:  7:03pm 
 Present:  John Antonucci, Danielle Klingaman, Catherine Blake, Kellie Bresnehan, 
 Julia Adams, Peter Quigley, Matthew Gambino, Shannon Moessa via teleconference  
 Student Representative: Jessica Murray 

 
II. Approval of January 16, 2019 meeting minutes: 

Motion:  Mrs. Adams 
Second:  Mr. Gambino 
Unanimous  

  
III. Public Comment:  No Public Comment 

 
IV. Reports for the School Committee 

 
A. Superintendent 

i. Eighth grade students, Eva Pang, Bridget Fallon, Flynn Bridget, and Mills 
Dennison presented their “Plastic Oceans” project.  The students highlighted 
the usefulness of plastics, the harmful effects of plastics in the environment, 
and safe alternatives.   
 

B. Assistant Superintendent 
• Dr. Klingaman provided an update of the half day Professional Development day that 

was on February 1st.  Chandler teachers had a presentation on Social Emotional 
Learning given by Deb Kirby and Amy Burns.  Alden teachers had a review of 
Newsela which is a new curriculum resource that will be piloted this spring.  
Teachers at DMS and DHS worked on curriculum alignment in their departments and 
also saw a presentation on the 504 process.  

• Dr. Klingaman reports that the Wellness Advisory Council met recently.  Topics 
included Calm Classroom and how it is used across the district, the 2017 Youth Risk 
Survey, and the possibility of expanding the “Stress Less” week to include DMS, 
Alden, and Chandler schools.  The next meeting will be held on April 8th at 3:30pm. 

 
C. Business Manager 

• Mrs. Blake reports that EOY report has been completed and submitted along with 
the signed certification letter.  Mrs. Blake also states that the auditor was in the 
Business Office last week and that the audit is expected to be completed well 
ahead of the April deadline. 

• Mrs. Blake reports that the Governor’s preliminary FY20 budget is out and 
Duxbury is slated to receive $5,317,677 which is an increase of $64,802 from 
FY19. 

• The Governor proposed a reimbursement of 68% – 70% from Circuit Breaker for 
FY20.  

 
 



D. Student Representatives (Jessica Murray) 
• DHS had a 40 minute program on distracted driving available for students with a 

learner’s permit or driver’s license.  
• Students from DHS, DMS, and PAC are participating in “Read Across America” 

from March 4th thru March 29th.  Students are asked to bring gently used books to 
iLab and the iLab that collects the most will receive a cake. 

• DHS sports teams are heading into their tournament time with the Girls Swim team 
already winning their 20th consecutive league title and the Boys Swim team winning 
their 7th consecutive league title. 

• DHS Held their first model United Nations Conference this past Saturday which 
reportedly was a huge success. 

• DHS “Dux Buds” club will be hosting a bowling night at Alley Kat Lanes on 
February 7th for kids in the Collaborative program to come and bowl with their 
“Buds”. 

• There will be an informational meeting on February 27th at 6:00pm concerning 
upcoming course selection. 

• Alden will be starting registration for their science fair on February 25. 
• Chandler will be holding their Family Learning night for first graders on February 7th 

from 6:00pm – 7:00pm. 
 

E. School Committee Chair 
• Mrs. Bresnehan is pleased with the amount of coverage that the schools received 

in the Duxbury Clipper this week. 
• Eleven DHS teachers have been nominated by their students for Massachusetts 

Teacher of the Year. 
• The Selectman’s meeting on February 11th will have discussion on the Marijuana 

growing bylaws. 
• Mrs. Bresnehan speaks about the demographics in Vermont, specifically that 

only 58% of students go on to college after graduation compared to the 
approximately 90% of students in Duxbury. 

• Mrs. Bresnehan reports that an article in the Wall Street Journal discussed the 
amount debt being incurred by grandparents who are helping to send their 
grandchildren to private colleges. 

 
V. Discussion Items 

 
A. Math Curriculum Update 

Brandon Josselyn, Dr. Klingaman 
• Mr. Josselyn and Dr. Klingaman presented on the math class sequencing being 

proposed for grades 6-12.  The presentation provides an overview of the current 
sequencing, reasoning behind the changes, and the proposed sequencing. The 
presentation can be viewed on the Districts website under the School Committee tab.  

 
B. Overview of Panorama Social-Emotional Survey Administration 

Jim Donovan, Sarah McGuire 
• Mr. Donovan and Ms. McGuire provided an overview of the Panorama SEL survey 

administration and the different resources available to utilize the collected data more 
beneficially.  The presentation can be viewed on the Districts website under the 
School Committee tab. 
 



VI. Action Items 
 
A. Vote to approve overnight trip to Hyannis for Student Council Conference – March, 2019 

   Motion:  Mr. Quigley 
     Second:  Mrs. Adams 
     Unanimous 
   

B. Vote to approve overseas trip to Cuba – February, 2020 
   Motion:  Mrs. Adams 
   Second:  Mr. Quigley 
   Unanimous 
 

C. Vote to approve overseas trip to Europe – April, 2020 
     Motion:  Mr. Gambino 
     Second:  Mrs. Adams 
     Unanimous 

 
VII. Correspondence, other comments, and issues for consideration at future meetings: 

• Mr. Quigley took a moment to thank the Music and Drama departments for putting 
on a fabulous rendition of Beauty and the Beast this past weekend.  
 

VIII. Public Comments:  No public comment. 
 

IX. Adjourn:  8:48pm 
 

Motion was made to adjourn meeting at  
Motion:  Mrs. Adams 
Second:  Mr. Gambino 
Unanimous 

 
 
Next meeting:  Wednesday, March 13, 2018, 7:00pm, Alden School, Room 104 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Suzanne Hughes 
Duxbury Business Office 
 


